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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



think for the laity, or take the sole control and 
regulation of their thoughts. 

The laity need a lay organ, a voice of their 
own, to express their thoughts, and their feel- 
ings, and their wants. And this organ- should 
be ever open to the clergy, to instruct and direct 
the laity by reason and learning. 

To supply this great want, we establish our 
journal. We invite the laity to make it truly 
effectual, by letters, addressed to us, expressing 
their wants and their difficulties ; to such letters 
we shall give a ready insertion. We place our 
pages at the disposal of the clergy, to give such 
direction and instruction to the laity as they may 
deem proper. 

For ourselves, we shall act with the utmost 
caution and reverence, and shall be ever open to 
conviction. That which is Catholic, we shall 
never question, nor suffer to be questioned in 
our pages. 

We believe that to be Catholic which Christ 
and his Apostles revealed to the world : and, 
concerning the tradition of the Catholic Church, 
whatever she has handed down to us from the 
beginning, concerning Catholic faith, that we 
shall ever respect. 

What we ourselves shall produce as materials 
for thought, shall be taken, with the utmost care, 
from the most approved authors, from the ancient 
histories of the church, especially of the Irish 
Church, from the noblest actions and sayings of 
the Catholic Fathers, from the memorials of the 
martyrs. This number gives a worthy instance 
from St. Columbanus, one of the oldest and 
holiest of the Irish saints. 

The subjects on which laymen are now espe- 
cially bound to think, we shall take from un- 
questionable authorities. Our present number 
gives a letter from the present Pope, in which 
he expresses his desire to know the sentiments of 
the laity on an important question. 

Our task is grave and important, and we enter 
on it with feelings of its solemn responsibility; 
and may we find favour with God and man, as 
we shall seek to perform it faithfully, fearlessly , 
and reverentially. 



INFALLIBILITY. 

The essay which follows is not new in substance, 
though now presented in a somewhat modified and sim- 
plified form to our readers. We select it, not merely as 
coming from the pen of one of the ablest prelates of the 
Established Church, but as having been selected by 
some of the most celebrated controversialists of the pre- 
sent day, in the Church of Borne, as a treatise worthy 
of reply, which reply we purpose also to give in a future 
number. None, we think, can complain of the temper 
and spirit in which the Archbishop of Dublin's essay is 
written, or of want of interest in the all-important sub- 
ject of which it treats. If there be really an infallible 
guide to heaven, all must admit that it is error unto death 
to refuse to accept its guidance : while, on the other 
hand, to accept as infallible a guide not really so, must 
be equally fatal to those who trust to it. If God has 
given us such a guide, he, doubtless, did so also to the 
primitive Church of Christ and his Apostles ; and to 
the sacred records, therefore, both sides must ultimately 
appeal to decide this momentous question ; and it is 
not to be decided oneway or the other by man 's wishes or o 
priori expectations. We regret that the whole of this 
important essay is too long to be given at once in our 
present number : — 

THE SEARCH AFTER INFALLIBILITY 

In the Apostle Paul's farewell address to the elders 
[clergy] of Ephesus and Miletus, he gives them a very 
solemn warning, saying, " I know this, that after my 
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 
after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the 
space of three years, I ceased not to warn every one, 
night and day, with tears."— Acts xx. 29, 30. 31. 

And it is to be observed 

I. That what he here says, is of a piece with much 



that we find in several of his epistles or letters. In his 
Epistles to the Corinthians, especially the Second, he 
warns them against " false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into Apostles of Christ, and 
ministers of righteousness;" even as " Satan himself 
transforms himself into an angel of light" — men seek- 
ing to disparage Paul's apostolic authority, and to: in- 
troduce doctrines opposed to his. "There must be," 
says he, " heresies among you, that they which are ap- 
proved may be made manifest among you." — 1 Cor. xi. 
19. The Epistle to the Galatians, again, is almost made 
up of similar cautions. The Philippians also are warned 
[chap. iii.J in like manner, to be on their guard against 
teachers who corrupted the Gospel. Cautions of the 
same kind are addressed to almost all the other churches 
to which he wrote ; and both Timothy and Titus are 
earnestly and repeatedly exhorted to watch against the 
inroads of these corruptions. 

The Apostle Peter also cautions the disciples against 
those " unlearned and unstable" persons, who "wrest," 
he tells them, " the Scripture to their own destruction." 
The Apostle John, again, in his Epistles, is chiefly 
occupied in warning his hearers against those false pro- 
phets— those "wolves in sheep's clothing" — of whom 
his Master had prophesied, and bid his disciples beware 
And here we find Paul, in his farewell address to the 
elders, earnestly urging again the solemn warning of 
this danger, which he tells them he had been continu- 
ally repeating for three years. "From among them- 
selves," he tells them — " from the very bosom of their 
own Church" — men will arise teaching perverted doc- 
trines, "to draw away [thej disciples after themselves." 
Now, it might seem wonderful, or even incredible, if 
we had not these accounts in the Bible, that any such 
thing should have taken place ; that in the very times 
of the Apostles themselves, whose authority from 
heaven was proved by their miraculous powers, any 
false teachers should have not only arisen, but should 
have gained a hearing, and been able to draw away the 
disciples by pretending to an authority equal or supe- 
rior to that of the real Apostles. And if we had not 
providentially possessed these accounts of the early 
dangers of the Church, we might have been altogether 
disheartened at the view of the various errors intro- 
duced into later times by men of high pretensions as 
religious teachers. We might have felt as if God had 
forsaken his Church when he withdrew from it the 
guidance of the inspired Apostles, and left Christians 
to find their safety in watchful, and careful, and honest 
examination of every doctrine taught. But, as it is, 
we see that, from the very first, this care and watch- 
fulness were indispensably necessary to guard against 
the danger of false teachers introducing corruptions of 
the true Gospel: that even then Christians were re- 
quired to be on their guard against the grievous wolves 
in sheep's clothing, who would enter in, not sparing the 
flock. 

We ought not, therefore, either to wonder or be 
disheartened at finding Christians in all ages since, ex- 
posed to the same dangers, and called on to exercise the 
same watchfulness, as in the very times of the Apostles 
themselves. 

II. The second thing to be observed, is the way in 
which Paul tells his hearers to provide against the 
danger. 

Does he promise them that the primitive or early 
Church shall be safe from it ? that no inroads of error 
will take place for the first three or four hundred years ? 
On the contrary, he speaks of the danger as close at 
hand. 

Or does he tell them that they will find their safety 
in apostolical succession ? that it is miraculously pro- 
vided that no teacher shall ever mislead them, who'has 
but been regularly ordained by himself, or by those ap- 
pointed by him to succeed him in the office of ordaining? 
On the contrary, he warns the elders that even from 
the midst of their own body — of their own selves — 
will arise men teaching a perverted Gospel, to draw away 
the disciples after them. 

Or again, does he tell them that when any point of 
doubt and difficulty arises, they are to find safety in 
applying to Peter and to those who shall be divinely 
appointed from time to time as his successors and re- 
presentatives, for decisions and directions that cannot 
be wrong? Not a word is said of any Apostle but 
himself; or of any one who should succeed him in the 
apostolic office. To himself, during his life, they would 
naturally apply by letter, if opportunity offered, for 
directions in any case of doubt that might arise. But 
not even any Apostle — much less any successor of an 
Apostle — is mentioned by Paul as the infallible guide, 
whom, after his own death, they were to consult. 

Or, does he bid them resort to some central Church — 
whether at Jerusalem, or at Rome, or at Byzantium — 
and seek there for infallible guidance ? 

Or, does he direct them to summon a general council, 
or assembly of all Christians, and refer every question 
that may arise to the decision of a majority of its votes ; 
with a full assurance that these should be so supernatu- 
rally overruled by the Holy Spirit as to secure them from 
the possibility of mistake ? 

No : he makes no allusion whatever to any other 
Church or prelate ; to any successor of Peter or of the 



other Apostles; or to any infallible council, as their 
guide. But he tells them to take heed to them- 
selves, and to the flock they are set over; he tells 
them to "watch;" and he exhorts them to remember 
his own earnest warnings to them. 
Now, if there had been provided by the Most High 

any such safeguard as has been alluded to if Paul had 

known of any order of men, any bishop or archbishop,, 
any particular Church, or general council, designed by 
Providence as an infallible guide, and a sure remedy 
against errors and corruptions, would he not have been 
sure, on such an occasion as this, to give notice of it ? If, 
when he foresaw the peril of the Church, like that of a ship 
in a dangerous storm, he had known of a safe port, just 
at hand, and easily entered, is it to be believed that he 
would have never alluded to it, but have left his hearers 
exposed to the storms ? Would he have been, in that case,, 
"pure" — as he declares he was — "from the blood of all 
men ?" Can any one seriously think, that against the 
dangers which he had been warning them of, and weep- 
ing over, for three years, he knew of a complete safe- 
guard, and yet was so wanting in his duty— so careless 
of their well-being— as never to make the slightest men- 
tion of anything of the kind ? To suppose this would be- 
to suppose him destitute not only of all faithfulness in 
his high office, but of common prudence and good sense. 
But it may be said, have we not in the Bible the pro- 
mise of the Lord Jesus to his Apostles and all his true 
ministers, " Lo! lam with you always, even unto the 
end of the world ?" Is not that a promise that he will 
always give them an infallible guide ? 

With respect to the meaning of that promise, one thing 
at any rate must be perfectly plain, that it could not refer 
to anything cither unknown to Paul, or kept back by him 
from his hearers. We cannot for a moment think that the 
Saviour, if he had provided such an infallible guide as we 
have been describing, would have left his faithful and, 
inspired servant, Paul, ignorant of it ; especially at so im- 
portant a time. And we have the Apostle's own solemn 
assurance to the ministers whom he was addressing on 
that occasion, that he had not kept back anything of all 
that he knew that it was for their benefit to learn ; and 
this was no less than the whole counsel and design of 
God. " I take you to record this day that I am pure 
from the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to 
declare unto you all the counsel of God. Take heed 
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed 
the Church of God, which he hath purchased with his 
own blood. For I know this, that after my departing 
shall grievouB wolves enter in among you, not sparing 
the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the 
space of three years I ceased not to warn every one,, 
night and day, with tears." From all this we may 
learn, among other things, how great is the mistake of 
those who are satisfied if they can trace up to a very 
early period— to what they call the primitive Church — 
some doctrine or practice not found in God's Holy 
Word ; and they consider this as showing God's appro- 
bation of what may have been, after all, one of the 
"perverse things" introduced by false teachers, and 
against which Paul so earnestly warned the elders. 

III. The third point to be observed is, that the ex- 
posure of Christians to these dangers, and the call upon 
them, both ministers and laity, for the continued ex- 
ercise of watchful caution, is far from appearing to be 
either what we would wish, or what we would think 
probable in a revelation from God. It is opposed both 
to men's feelings and to their expectations. 

To examine again and again — to think and consider 
— to hesitate and to make up one's mind cautiously — to 
be always ready to hear anything fair that can be 
said — and to acknowledge that, after all, we may be 
mistaken; all this is, on many accounts, contrary to 
men's natural inclinations. Some have no confidence 
in their own judgment, and are therefore afraid of being 
left in any way to its guidance ; some are so proud that 
they cannot bear to acknowledge themselves in doubt or 
uncertainty ; some are so indolent, that they do not like 
the trouble of thinking and deciding; some wish to- 
escape the anxious cares connected with such a state, 
and cannot bear to be in the least degree of un- 
certainty. And hence there is a strong prejudice or 
feeling beforehand, in favour of any system which pro- 
mises to put an end to the work of inquiry at once and 
for ever, and to relieve us from all embarrassing doubt 
and uncomfortable self-distrust. And this is done, 
either by setting forth the authority of an infallible 
Church, which is to mark out, on every point, what we 
are to believe and to do ; thus relieving us from all 
trouble and anxiety, and from all necessity of acting on 
the Apostle's warning to " take heed to ourselves :" or, 
again, by putting in place of such a Church immediate 
inspiration from heaven, whether bestowed on each in- 
dividual who belongs to a certain sect or party, or on 
some highly-gifted leader, who will communicate to his. 
followers the messages he receives from heaven. Widely 
different, in many points, as these sects, and parties, and 
churches are from each other, they all agree in the one 
fundamental point just noticed. They all address them- 
selves to that powerful principle in human nature 
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men professing each to have earnestly prayed for spi- 
ritual guidance towards the right understanding of 
it ; and if, moreover, this book contains, in respect of 
some points of belief and of conduct, no directions at 
all, then there is a manifest necessity that I should be 
provided with an infallible interpreter to explain this 
book, who shall be always at hand, to be consulted, and 
ready to teach me, without the possibility of mistake, 
the right meaning of eveTy passage, and to supply all 
deficiencies and omissions in the book itself. For, 
otherwise, this revelation is, to me, no revelation at all. 
Though the book itself be perfectly free from all mix- 
ture of error— though all that it asserts be true, and 
all its directions right — still, it is no guide for me, un- 
less I have an infallible certainty, on each point, what 
its assertions and directions are. It is in vain to tell 
me that the pole-star is always fixed in the north ; I 
cannot steer my course by it, when it is covered by 
clouds ; so that I cannot be certain where that star is. 
I heed a compass to steer by, which I can consult at all 



already noticed, the craving for infallibility in religious 
matters. 

It is true, that hardly any one is found who in words 
claims or expects to be personally infallible ; still we 
may truly say, that there is in human nature a craving 
for infallibility ; because it is perfectly evident, that he 
who is infallibly following an infallible guide is himself 
infallible. If his decisions on each point agree exactly 
with those of an authority which cannot be mistaken, 
then it is quite obvious that his decisions must be in- 
fallibly right. But this, though self-evident as soon as 
stated, is sometimes lost sight of in practice ; a man will 
speak of himself as being fallible — that is, liable to make 
mistakes, and as having no expectation of being other- 
wise. But if he be quite certain that he has an in- 
fallible guide to whom he can always apply, and whom 
he constantly and accurately follows, his meaning must 
be, that he would be fallible if left to himself. But 
actually and practically he does consider himself in- 
fallible. 

Though the gnomon [or upright part] of a sun-dial has 
no power in itself to show the hour, yet, when the sun 
shines upon it, the motions of its shadow must be as 
correct as those of the sun's rays which it follows. And, 
in like manner, he is infallible, practically, in his belief, 
■who always believes exactly what an infallible church or 
leader believes. 

This craving, then, for infallibility, inclines men be- 
forehand to receive the pretensions, either of a supposed 
infallible Church, or of those who claim or who promise 
immediate inspiration. And, accordingly, some per- 
sons waver for a time between these two kinds of pre- 
tensions, and at last give in to the one or to the other. 
And, again, you may find persons changingfrom the one to 
the other, and sometimes thus changing more than once : 
and it might be added, that one may find instances of 
the same individual, himself unchanged, exposed to se- 
vere blame, at different times, not only from different 
persons, but even from the same ; first for refusing to 
join the one party, and afterwards for refusing to join 
the other most opposed to it ; both parties, much as 
they are opposed to each other, still always clinging 
to the confident expectation of finding that infallibility 
above spoken of. They are inquiring only after a way 
of freeing themselves from the trouble of all further in- 
quiry. Their care is only to relieve themselves, in the 
end, from all further need of watchful care. They are 
like men in a ship, searching for a perfectly safe har- 
■bour, in which the helm may be abandoned, and the ship 
left to ride securely, without any need of watching the 
■winds and currents, and of looking out for rocks and 
shoals. They hope to obtain, in all ages of the Church, 
that freedom from all need of watchful circumspection, 
which was not granted even in the age of the Apostles ; 
for we find that, even when there were these infallible 
guides on earth, Christians are perpetually warned of 
the danger of mistaking " false Apostles" for true. 

But the flattering promise of the infallible guidance 
here spoken of, not only meets man's wishes, but, as 
observed before, his expectations also. When we allow 
our thoughts to run on in our mind without restraint, 
we are apt to think that God is as likely to provide for 
us such a guide, as we are to wish for it. 

If, before they knew anything about what God has 
revealed in the Bible, men were asked what kind of 
revelation they would wish to obtain, and again, what 
kind of revelation they would think it the most reason- 
able and probable that God should bestow, they would 
be likely to answer both questions by saying, •' Such a 
revelation as should provide some infallible guide on 
*arth, easily found by every man ; so that no one 
could possibly be in doubt, on any point, as to what he 
was required to believe and to do ; but should be 
placed, as it were, on a kind of plain high-road, which 
he would only have to follow steadily, without taking 
any care to look around him ; or, rather, in some kind 
of conveyance on such a road, in which he would be 
safely carried to his journey's end, even though asleep, 
provided he never quitted that conveyance. For," 
a man might say, " if a book is put into my hands con- 
taining a divine revelation, and in which are passages 
that may be differently understood by different per- 
""••• even by those of learning and ability, even by 



times. There is, therefore, a manifest necessity for 
an infallible interpreter on earth, whom every one <jan 
easily go to, as an essential part of any Divine revela- 
tion." Such would be the thoughts, and such the feel- 
ings, of a man left to himself to consider what sort of 
revelation from heaven would be most acceptable, and, 
also, the most probable — the best fitted to meet his 
wishes and his wants. And thus are men inclined, at 
the outset, both by their feelings and their thoughts, 
beforehand, to admit such pretensions as have been 
above alluded to. 

And it may be added, that any one who is thus in- 
duced to give himself up entirely to the guidance of 
such a supposed infallible authority, without presuming 
ever after to exercise his own judgment on any point 
relative to religion, or to think for himself at all on 
such matters — such a one will be likely to regard this 
as the very perfection of pious humility — as a most re- 
verent observance of the rule which says, "Lean not 
to thine own understanding;" though, in reality, it is 
the very error of improperly leaning to our own un- 
derstanding ; for, to resolve to believe that God must 
have dealt with mankind j ust in the way that we could 
wish, as the most desirable, and in the way that to us 
seems the most probable — this is, in fact, to set up our. 
selves as his judges. It is to dictate to him, in the 
spirit of Naaman, who thouuht that the prophet Elisha 
would recover him by a touch, and who chose to be 
healed by the waters of Abana and Pharpar, the rivers 
of Damascus, which he deemed better than all the wa- 
ters of Israel. 

But anything that falls in at once with men's wishes, 
and with their expectations, and which also presents it- 
self to them with the appearance of a virtuous humility 
— this they are often found readily and firmly to believe, 
not only without evidence, but against all evidence. 

And thus it is, in the present case. The notion 
that every revelation from heaven, necessarily re- 
quires an infallible interpreter always at hand, to 
explain it, without which we cannot possibly under- 
stand it — this notion clings so strongly to the minds 
of many men, that they are even found still to main- 
tain it, after they have ceased to believe in any reve- 
lation at all, or even in the existence of a God. There 
can be no doubt of the fact, that very great numbers 
of men are to be found — they are much more numerous 

in some parts of the Continent than among us men 

not wanting in understanding, nor altogether without 
thought, who, while they, for the most part, join out- 
wardly in the religion of those about them, are inwardly 
entire unbelievers in Christianity, yet still hold to the 
notion — which, in fact, has had the chief share in making 
them unbelievers — that a Divine revelation with- 
out an infallible interpreter always at hand, to 
explain it to every one, is such a thing as no one would 
think of; and that the one without the other is an 
absurdity, and a contradiction. 

And this notion it is, as we have said, that has 
mainly contributed to make these men unbelievers. 
For, when a sensible and thoughtful man has fully 
satisfied himself that, in point of fact, no such 
provision has been made — that no infallible inter- 
preter, within every one's reach, does exist on earth 
(and this is a conclusion which even the very words 
of Paul, in his discourse at Miletus, which we are 
now considering — Acts xx would be alone fully suf- 
ficient to prove), when he has satisfied himself that 
such an explainer does not exist, yet still continues to 
think that it is necessaiy, the consequence is unavoida- 
ble, that he will at once give up all belief of Christian- 
ity. The ideas of a revelation from God, and of an 
unerring interpreter to explain it, being, in his mind, 
inseparably joined, the overthrow of the one belief can- 
not but carry the other along with it. Such a person, 
therefore, will be apt to think it not worth while to ex- 
amine the reasons in favour of any other form of Chris- 
tianity, which does not pretend to offer him an infalli- 
ble interpreter. This— which he is fully convinced is 
absolutely required by a revelation from heaven— is 
by some churches claimed but not proved, while thereat 
do not even claim it. The pretensions of the one, he 
has listened to and deliberately rejected ; those of the 
other, he regards as not even worth listening to. 

Thesystem, then, of arguingfromourown suppositions, 
as to the necessity of the Most High doing so and so, is 
likely to lead a man first to throw aside his own form of 
Christianity, and then to give up revelation altogether. 
But does it stop there ? Does not the same system also 
lead naturally to Atheism, or the entire denial of the 
existence of a God ? Experience shows that that con- 
sequence, which reason might have led us to expect, 
does often actually take place. He who allows himself 
to think freely as to what he may consider to be necessity, 
and argues from that, will be likely to find a necessity 
for such divine interference in the affairs of the world, 
as does not in fact take place. He will deem it no less 
than necessary, that an almighty and an all-wise and 
good Being should interfere to rescue the oppressed from 

the oppressor — the corrupted from the corrupter to 

deliver men from such temptations to evil as it is im- 
possible, from their nature, they should withstand by 
their own unassisted strength ; and, in short, to banish 
esiYfrom the universe. And, since this is not done, he 



thinks it plain, that there cannot possibly be a God, and 
that to believe otherwise is a gross absurdity. Such a be- 
lief he may, indeed, consider as useful for keeping up a 
wholesome fear in the minds of the common people ; and, 
for their sakes, he may outwardly profess Christianity 
also, even as the heathen philosophers of old endea- 
voured to keep up the common superstitions ; but a real 
belief he will regard as something impossible to a sensi- 
ble and thoughtful mind. 

It is not meant that all, or the greater part of those 
who hold the notion here spoken of, are Atheists. We 
all know how common it is for men not to go all the 
way, that some notion, whether good or bad, which they 
have taken up, would lead them; how common to 
argue stoutly for opinions, without seeing what must 
follow from them, if carried out to the end. But we are 
here trying to show what the notion itself may naturally 
lead to : and there have been many sad instances which 
prove, that the danger is real and great, of its bringing 
men at last to be Atheists. 

CTo be continued.) 



DOES THE ROMAN CHURCH REALLY BELIEVE 
IN ITS OWN CLAIM TO THE POSSESSION OF 
AN INFALLIBLE GUIDE? 



[From the Irish Ecclesiastical Journal, with some additions by 
the Author.} 

There cannot be a question that all men would natu- 
rally wish tohavean universal, infallible guide in religion, 
to decide all controversies, condemn all heresy, and 
destroy all danger of error or mistake in a matter of 
such moment as religious faith. 

We see men every day pin their faith to the skirts of 
teachers whom they admit to be as fallible as themselves, 
which of itself is a clear proof that they would gladly 
follow the guidance of any one who could show any 
plausible pretence to infallibility. 

We know, also, with what wonderful facility men 
receive, in all ages, the pretensions of those who boldly 
set up to be prophets, and claim to be the recipients of 
immediate inspiration. Witness the rapid spread of 
Mormonism in our own times — a religion, founded upon 
pretences to inspiration, as shallow, and as ill-sustained 
by anything like real evidence, as can well be imagined. 
It is not wonderful, therefore, that the pretensions of 
the Church of Rome to this great gift, supported as 
they are by bold assertion and the dogmatic teaching of 
centuries, should have many followers. At least the 
circumstance that Rome has numerous followers, is 
of itself no evidence that such pretensions are true. The 
wonder is, that there are so many who do not receive 
these pretensions, when we consider how ready men are 
to accept a claim, in itself so desirable, and which, if 
true, would relieve them from so much danger and re- 
sponsibility. When we see men so willing to invest with 
all the attributes of infallibility the teachers or systems 
they have chosen to follow, even whilst they admit, and 
loudly profess to believe, that those teachers and systems 
are fallible, the wonder is, not that an ecclesiastical 
tribunal claiming infallibility should have followers, but 
that there should be any who refuse to accept its gui- 
dance. 

When the vender of an universal medicine announces 
that he is in the possession of a compound capable of 
curing all the diseases to which mortality is subject, it 
is not wonderful that some men become purchasers, 
were it only for the chance of obtaining so great a bene- 
fit. But when a large portion of the public remain 
indifferent to him, as we cannot suppose them insensible 
to the great advantages of a medicine of universal and 
infallible efficacy, we are forced to conclude, either that 
they disbelieve the alleged qualities of the medicine, or 
that they had given it a trial and found it to be a cheat. 
Again, if a man profess to have the power of commu- 
ting the baser metals into gold, it is not wonderful 
that some should flock to him, in the hope, if not the 
belief, that he might communicate to them so desirable a 
secret. But if men, suffering under debt or poverty, 
are found to treat his promises with contempt, we may 
be assured, that it is not from indifference to the end 
proposed, but from an absolute disbelief in the powers 
of the alchemist, that they neglect to avail themselves of 
his boasted science. 

But suppose we find on closer inquiry that the wife 
and children of the proprietor of the universal medicine 
are languishing at home, of some very common disease, 
and that he has never once thought of administering to 
them his panacea ; or suppose we find that the great 
alchemist is himself starving with poverty in a garret, 
whilst he professes to teach others the art of converting 
old nails and useless brass or copper into gold, a further 
suspicion is created in our minds ; we begin to see that 
the vender of the medicine, and the maker of gold, have 
no faith in their own pretensions — they are eloquent in 
public upon the virtues of their respective powers, in 
hope of obtaining money from the credulity of others, 
but in private, and in their own homes, they are utter 
disbelievers in themselves. 

Now, this is exactly the case of the Church of Rome. 
Her divines are loud in the assertion of her claim to the 
possession of an infallible tribunal for the decision of all 
controversies ; and they have many followers, because 



